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CLAIMS 

1. Method for\ transmitting the status data of 
an answering service comprised in a local exchange in 
a telecommunication syst^em comprising a local exchange 

5 (LE) , an answering servi^^e (1) connected to the local 
exchange, an access node^ (AN) connected to the local 
exchange, a wireless communication system (WLL) con- 
nected to the access node land a telecommunication ter- 
minal (MS) connected via \the wireless communication 
system to the access node, \^ characterised in 
that a port - specif ic connection is set up from the ac- 
cess node (AN) to the local\ exchange (LE) , the status 
of the answering service is verified xn the access 

node (AN) and, based on the^ status of the answering 
service (1 ) , an announcement; is senc from the access 
node (AN) to the telecommunication terminal (MS) . 

2. Method as defined in claim I, char- 
acterised in that the ^^port -specific connection 
is set up by opening an audio* channel from the access 

2 0 node (AN) to the local exchange (LE) - 

3 . Method as def ine<^ in claim 1 or 2 , 
characterised in that* the status of the an- 
swering service (l) is verif ied\ on the basis of a sig- 
nal tone given by the local exchjange (LE) . 

25 4, Method as defined in\ any one of claims 1 - 

3, characterised m that an announcement re- 
garding a message received in the answering service 
(1) is sent to the telecommunication terminal (MS) - 

5- Metho4 as defined in any one of claims 1 - 

30 4, characterised in that the announcement to 
the telecommunication terminal (MS) is sent in the 
form of a short message (SMS) . \ 

6. Method as defined in any\ one of claixns I - 
5, characterised in that the status of the 

3 5 answering service (l) is verified \at predetermined 

points of time, I 
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7. Mechoa as defined in any one of claims 1 - 
6, characceris'ed in that the status of the 
answering service (1) i's verified in conjunction with 
a call event on the telecommunication terminal (MS) . 

8. System for transmitting the statue data of 
an answering service conrprised in a local exchange in 
a telecommunication syste^ comprising a local exchange 
(LE) , an answering servic^ (1) connected to the local 
exchange, an access node \(AN) connected to the local 
exchange, a wireless communication system (WLL.) con- 
nected to the access node and a telecommunication ter- 
minal (MS) 
system to 

that the access node (AN) comprises means (2) for set- 
ting up a port-specific connection to the local ex- 
change (LE) , means (3) for verifying the status of the 
answering service (1) and me^ns (4) for sending an an- 
nouncement to the telecommunication terminal (MS) on 
the basis of the status of th^ answering service (1) . 

9. System as definedl in any one of claims 8. 
characterised in that the access node (AN) 
comprises means (2) for setting up a port-specific 
connection to the local exch^ge (LE) by opening an 
audio channel from the access \r.ode (AN) to the local 

exchainge (LE) - \ 

10- System as defined in claim 8 or 9, 
characterised in that \ the access node (AN) 
comprises means (3) for verifying the status of the 
answering service (1) on the basis of a signal tone. 

11. System as defined in any one of claims 8 
- 10, characterised in \ that the access node 
(AN) comprises means (4) for sending to the telecommu- 
nication terminal (MS) an announcemenc indicating that 
a message has bepn received in tb^e answering service 
35 (1) . 
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connected via \the wireless communication 
the access node, • characterised in 



11. 



12 . System as defined in aW one of claims 8 
characterised in that the access node 

3 



22-03-01 1 1:51 Lah.-PAPULA GRaP +358934B00631 |^ T-008 S. 16/29 F-96B 




WO 00/18144 PCT/F199/00788 

14 

(AN) con^rises mews (4^ for sending co che telecommu- 
nicacion cerminal (MS) an announcement in the form of 
a short message (SMS) . ^y 

13 . System as defined in any one of claims 8 
- 12, characterised in that the system com- 
prises means (5) verifying the stacus of the answering 



service (1) at pr^determinedVpoincs of time* 

14 . System as defined in any one of claims 8 
- 13, characterised \in that the system com- 
10 prises means (6) for verifying the status of the an- 
swering service in conjunctionV with a call event on 
the telecommunication terminal (^^) 



